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IntroductionThis  issue  of  Archives  of  Cardiovascular  Diseases  includes  an  article  written  by  Jean-
Paul  Merillon  in  memory  of  René  Gourgon,  a  distinguished  ﬁgure  in  French  cardiology  and
the  Director  of  an  internationally  recognized  school  of  cardiology  (Beaujon-Bichat),  who
passed  away  in  March  2014.
René  Gourgon  and  his  team  investigated  ventriculoarterial  coupling  in  various  patho-
physiological  settings.  They  developed  several  particularly  innovative  concepts  and
contributed  substantially  to  our  knowledge  of  heart  failure  mechanisms  in  numerous  clin-
ical  situations.  Their  work  led  to  the  recognition  and  understanding  of  the  close  link
between  the  performance  and  remodeling  of  the  left  ventricle  and  the  physical  prop-
erties  of  the  arterial  system.  Many  of  the  concepts  that  Gourgon’s  team  deﬁned  have  been
conﬁrmed  by  other  scientiﬁc  groups,  and  several  of  these  concepts  remain  applicable
today.  René  Gourgon  was  a  pioneer  and  supporter  of  intra-aortic  balloon  counterpulsation
in  cardiogenic  shock  complicating  severe  acute  myocardial  infarction.  He  was  also  an  early
visionary,  who  understood  the  importance  of  interventional  cardiology  in  the  management
of  acute  coronary  syndromes.
The  French  cardiology  community  has  the  honour  of  paying  homage  to  an  eminent  leader
who  has  indelibly  marked  our  knowledge  and  comprehension  of  the  haemodynamics  and
pathophysiology  of  heart  failure.The  Editorial  Committee
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